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1An independent member of Nexia International

Independent Auditor’s Report

Tazewell County Circuit Clerk
Tazewell County, Illinois

We have audited the accompanying financial statement of the Agency Fund of the Tazewell 
County, Illinois Circuit Clerk as of November 30, 2012, as listed in the table of contents.  This
financial statement is the responsibility of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s 
management.  Our responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement based on 
our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statement is free of material misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement.  An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.  We believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

As discussed in Note 1, the financial statement presents only the Agency Fund of the Tazewell 
County, Illinois Circuit Clerk and does not purport to, and does not, present fairly the financial 
position of Tazewell County, Illinois, as of November 30, 2012, in conformity with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

In our opinion, the financial statement referred to above presents fairly, in all material respects, 
the financial position of the Agency Fund of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk as of 
November 30, 2012, in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America.

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
May 16, 2013 on our consideration of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s internal control 
over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, grant agreements, and other matters.  The purpose of that report is to 
describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and 
the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial 
reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards and should be considered in assessing the results of our 
audit.
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The Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk has not presented the management’s discussion and 
analysis that accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require to 
be provided to supplement the basic financial statement.  Such missing information, although 
not a part of the basic financial statement, is required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the 
basic financial statement in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context.  Our 
opinion on the basic statement is not affected by the missing information.

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the basic financial statement 
taken as a whole.  The Statement of Changes in Fiduciary Assets and Liabilities and Report J 
are supplementary information presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not 
required parts of the basic financial statement.  Report J provides relevant information that is not 
provided by the fiduciary fund financial statement, and is not intended to be a presentation in 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  
Report J is based on guidelines of the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts.  The 
supplementary information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and 
relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial 
statement.  The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the basic financial statement and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the financial statement or to the financial statement itself, and other additional 
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America.  In our opinion, the information is fairly stated in all material respects, in relation to the 
financial statement taken as a whole.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit 
Clerk, members of the Tazewell County Board, the State of Illinois, the Illinois General 
Assembly, and the Governor of the State of Illinois, and is not intended to be and should not be 
used by anyone other than these specified parties.

a
Peoria, Illinois
May 16, 2013



TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS CIRCUIT CLERK
AGENCY FUND

STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
November 30, 2012

ASSETS

Cash 902,421$         
Certificates of deposit 427,500           

TOTAL ASSETS 1,329,921$      

LIABILITIES

Due to other funds 346,453$         
Due to others 276,678           
Bond deposits 706,790           

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,329,921$      

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

3



TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS CIRCUIT CLERK
AGENCY FUND

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENT
November 30, 2012
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NOTE 1 - DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANIZATION AND SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT 
ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Description of the Organization and Reporting Entity

The Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk (Circuit Clerk) is an agency fund of Tazewell County, 
Illinois.  Tazewell County, Illinois (County) is a governmental entity located in central Illinois.  
Increases to the assets of the Circuit Clerk are substantially generated as a result of fines and 
fees assessed and amounts collected and held on behalf of others.

Basis of Accounting

The financial statement has been prepared in accordance with the accrual basis of accounting.  
Increases in assets are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current 
assets.

Fund Presentation

The financial statement presents only the agency fund of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit 
Clerk and is not intended to present the financial position of Tazewell County, Illinois as a 
whole.  Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
measurement of results of operations.

Amounts presented for cash and due to other funds differ from the amounts presented in the 
County’s basic financial statement for the Circuit Clerk Fund as amounts due to other funds 
were allocated to respective funds receiving the cash in the County’s basic financial statement.

Investments

Certificates of deposit are stated at cost, which approximates fair value.

Use of Estimates in Preparing Financial Statement

The preparation of financial statement in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported 
amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of 
the financial statement and the reported amounts of changes in assets and liabilities during the 
reporting period.  Actual results could differ from those estimates.



TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS CIRCUIT CLERK
AGENCY FUND

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENT
November 30, 2012

This information is an integral part of the accompanying financial statements.
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NOTE 2 - CASH AND INVESTMENTS

Custodial Credit Risk - Deposits

Custodial credit risk is the risk that, in the event of a bank failure, the Circuit Clerk’s deposits 
may not be returned to it.  The Circuit Clerk does not have a formal policy to address custodial 
credit risk.

At November 30, 2012, the carrying amount of the Circuit Clerk’s deposits, which includes 
demand deposits and certificates of deposit, was $1,327,771 (excludes $2,150 in cash on hand) 
and the bank balance was $1,369,232.  The entire bank balance was covered by federal 
depository insurance or collateral held by the pledging financial institution’s trust department or 
agent.  Therefore, there were no bank balances exposed to custodial credit risk.

Investments

The Circuit Clerk invests in allowable investments under the Illinois Compiled Statutes.  These 
include (a) interest-bearing savings accounts and certificates of deposit, (b) bonds, notes, 
certificates of indebtedness, treasury bills, or other securities which are guaranteed by the full 
faith and credit of the United States of America, and (c) short-term discount obligations of the 
Federal National Mortgage Association.

Interest Rate Risk

Interest rate risk is the risk that changes in interest rates will adversely affect the fair value of an 
investment.  

The Circuit Clerk does not have a formal investment policy that limits investment maturities as a 
means of managing its exposure to fair value losses arising from increasing interest rates.  
However, under the terms of the sweep and repurchase agreements, funds are reinvested daily.  
Certificates of deposit at year end all have a date of maturity at date of purchase of one year or 
less.

NOTE 3 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

Events or transactions occurring after November 30, 2012, but prior to May 16, 2013, that 
provided evidence about conditions that existed at November 30, 2012, have been recognized 
in the financial statements for the year ended November 30, 2012.  Events or transactions that 
provided evidence about conditions that did not exist at November 30, 2012, but arose before 
the financial statements were available to be issued have not been recognized in the financial 
statements for the year ended November 30, 2012.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION



 Beginning Ending
Balances Receipts Disbursements Balances

ASSETS

Cash on hand 2,150$         -$             -$             2,150$         
Cash in bank 913,736       7,007,384    (7,020,849)   900,271       
Certificates of deposit 427,500       1,424           (1,424)          427,500       

TOTAL ASSETS 1,343,386$  7,008,808$  (7,022,273)$ 1,329,921$  

LIABILITIES
Due to other funds:

Due to General Fund 301,222$     2,455,573$  (2,450,220)$ 306,575$     
Due to Law Library Fund 5,022           61,092         (61,538)        4,576           
Due to Court Automation Fund 11,723         174,133       (172,928)      12,928         
Due to Document Storage 11,651         173,254       (172,030)      12,875         
Due to Circuit Clerk Operations 

and Administrative Fund 2,024           33,377         (33,154)        2,247           
Due to Child Support

administrative fee 5,404           94,585         (94,724)        5,265           
Due to State's Attorney 

Automation Fund -               2,437           (1,831)          606              
Due to Police Vehicle Fund 5,709           18,570         (22,898)        1,381           

Total due to other funds 342,755       3,013,021    (3,009,323)   346,453       

Due to others:
City Attorney 709              34,528         (32,148)        3,089           
Domestic Violence Shelter Service 2,622           20,453         (20,920)        2,155           
Drug Crime Lab 1,236           20,191         (19,853)        1,574           
Drug Assessment 4,440           81,605         (81,485)        4,560           
Driver's Education Fund 6,821           85,614         (86,037)        6,398           
Drug Enforcement 3,447           37,422         (38,464)        2,405           
LEADS maintenance 50                857              (890)             17                
Sexual Assault 214              270              (270)             214              
Restitution 15,806         177,921       (172,047)      21,680         
Reserve Restitution 935              57                (736)             256              
Highway Hireback Fund 125              7,348           (5,766)          1,707           
Foreign Sheriff 250              5,729           (5,931)          48                
State fee 7,044           122,975       (120,469)      9,550           
Prisoner Review Board Fund 143              2,190           (2,189)          144              
Sex Offender Registration Fund -               500              (500)             -               
State Police Ops 7,939           124,532       (123,385)      9,086           
Foreclosure Prev. 1,960           24,745         (24,696)        2,009           

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS CIRCUIT CLERK
AGENCY FUND

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2012
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 Beginning Ending
Balances Receipts Disbursements Balances

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS CIRCUIT CLERK
AGENCY FUND

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2012

LIABILITIES (CONTINUED)

Due to others (continued):
Domestic Violence Abuser Services 73$              221$            (186)$           108$            
Spinal Cord Injury Paralysis Cure 

Research Trust 270              3,398           (3,410)          258              
State Offender DNA Identification 

System Fund 3,005           35,534         (36,542)        1,997           
Traffic and Criminal Conviction, 

Lump Sum, and State 
Surcharge Fee 34,448         462,777       (460,647)      36,578         

Trauma Center Fund 6,224           77,555         (78,177)        5,602           
Violent Crime Victim Assistance 

Fund 11,801         167,149       (165,260)      13,690         
Fire prevention 704              9,194           (9,333)          565              
Firetruck Loan Fund 685              9,002           (9,109)          578              
Child Advocacy Fund 1,490           22,707         (22,218)        1,979           
Marriage Fund 40                1,410           (1,400)          50                
Credit card fees 170              2,774           (2,697)          247              
Lab analysis 45                2,362           (2,149)          258              
Drug Court 1,837           28,156         (28,038)        1,955           
Tele-Check fees 616              9,542           (9,494)          664              
Police Vehicle Fund -               66,215         (61,957)        4,258           
Meth Law Enf Fine -               600              (600)             -               
Sex Offender Inv. Fee -               450              (10)               440              
CV Police Op Fund -               72                (40)               32                
Overpayments -               6,157           (6,157)          -               
Due to others 140,009       1,902,921    (1,900,403)   142,527       

Total due to others 255,158       3,555,133    (3,533,613)   276,678       

BONDS 745,473       440,654       (479,337)      706,790       

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,343,386$  7,008,808$  (7,022,273)$ 1,329,921$  
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Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over
Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other Matters

Based on Audit of Financial Statements Performed in
Accordance With Government Auditing Standards

Tazewell County Circuit Clerk
Tazewell County, Illinois

We have audited the financial statement of the Agency Fund of the Tazewell County, Illinois 
Circuit Clerk as of November 30, 2012, and have issued our report thereon dated May 16, 2013.  
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

Management of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk is responsible for establishing and 
maintaining effective internal control over financial reporting.  In planning and performing our 
audit, we considered Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s internal control over financial 
reporting as a basis for designing our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the financial statement, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s internal control over financial 
reporting.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Tazewell 
County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s internal control over financial reporting.

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose 
described in the preceding paragraph and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in 
internal control over financial reporting that might be deficiencies, significant deficiencies or 
material weaknesses and, therefore, there can be no assurance that all deficiencies, significant 
deficiencies, or material weaknesses have been identified.  However, as discussed below, we
identified a certain deficiency in internal control over financial reporting that we consider to be a 
material weakness.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial statement will not be prevented, 
or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  We consider the deficiency described in the 
accompanying schedule of findings and responses as Finding No. 12-1 to be a material 
weakness in internal control over financial reporting.
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Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Agency Fund financial statement 
of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk is free of material misstatement, we performed tests 
of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, 
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of 
financial statement amounts.  However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that 
are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

The Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s response to the finding identified in our audit is
described in the accompanying schedule of findings and responses.  We did not audit the 
Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s response and, accordingly, we express no opinion on it.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit 
Clerk, members of the Tazewell County Board, the State of Illinois, the Illinois General 
Assembly, and the Governor of the State of Illinois and is not intended to be and should not be 
used by anyone other than these specified parties.

a
Peoria, Illinois
May 16, 2013
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Independent Auditor’s Report on Compliance
and on Internal Control Over Compliance

Tazewell County Circuit Clerk
Tazewell County, Illinois

Compliance

We have examined the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s compliance with the 
requirements listed below during the year ended November 30, 2012.  The management of the 
Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk is responsible for compliance with these requirements.  
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s 
compliance based on our examination.

A. The Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk has properly assessed fines, fees, costs, 
penalties, and judgments in accordance with the purpose authorized by law.

B. The Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk has properly distributed fines, fees, costs, 
penalties, and judgments in accordance with the purpose authorized by law.

C. The Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk has timely assessed and distributed monies in 
accordance with the purpose authorized by law.

D. The Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk has complied, in all material respects, with 
applicable laws and regulations in its financial and fiscal operations.

E. The Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk has properly and legally administered money or 
negotiable securities or similar assets and the accounting and recordkeeping relating thereto 
has been proper, accurate, and in accordance with the law.

We conducted our examination in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants; the standards applicable to attestation 
engagements contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States; the annual audit requirements included in the Clerks of Courts Act (Act); 
and the Circuit Clerk Audit Guidelines, as noted by the Act; and, accordingly, included 
examining, on a test basis, evidence about the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s 
compliance with those requirements listed in the first paragraph of this report and performing 
such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.  We believe that our 
examination provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.  Our examination does not provide a 
legal determination on the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s compliance with specified 
requirements.

In our opinion, the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk complied, in all material respects, with 
the requirements listed in the first paragraph of this report during the year ended November 30, 
2012.
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Internal Control Over Compliance

The management of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk is responsible for establishing 
and maintaining effective internal control over compliance with the requirements listed in the first 
paragraph of this report.  In planning and performing our examination, we considered the 
Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s internal control over compliance with the requirements 
listed in the first paragraph of this report in order to determine our examination procedures for 
the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on internal control 
over compliance in accordance with the Circuit Clerk Audit Guidelines, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s 
internal control over compliance.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit Clerk’s internal control over compliance.

A deficiency in an entity’s internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation 
of a control does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their 
assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct noncompliance with the requirements listed 
in the first paragraph of this report on a timely basis.  A material weakness in an entity’s internal 
control over compliance is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over 
compliance such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a 
requirement listed in the first paragraph of this report will not be prevented, or detected and 
corrected on a timely basis.

Our consideration of the internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described 
in the first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in the 
internal control that might be deficiencies, significant deficiencies, or material weaknesses.  We 
did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be 
material weaknesses as defined above.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Tazewell County, Illinois Circuit
Clerk, members of the Tazewell County Board, the State of Illinois, the Illinois General 
Assembly, and the Governor of the State of Illinois and is not intended to be and should not be 
used by anyone other than these specified parties.

a
Peoria, Illinois
May 16, 2013
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TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS CIRCUIT CLERK
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND RESPONSES

November 30, 2012

Finding No. 12-1 - Financial Statement Preparation and Responsibility for Financial 
Matters

Condition:

The Circuit Clerk’s office is currently not able to prepare or review its financial statement in a 
manner that provides a high level of assurance that potential omissions or other errors would be 
identified and corrected, including note disclosures.  The Circuit Clerk’s office currently engages 
CliftonLarsonAllen to assist in preparing its financial statement and accompanying disclosures.  
However, as independent auditors, CliftonLarsonAllen cannot be considered part of the Circuit 
Clerk’s internal control system.  To establish proper control over the preparation of its financial 
statement, including disclosures, the Circuit Clerk should design and implement a 
comprehensive review procedure to ensure the financial statement, including disclosures, is
complete and accurate.  Such review procedures should be performed by an individual 
possessing a thorough understanding of applicable generally accepted accounting principles 
and knowledge of the Circuit Clerk’s office activities and operations.

Criteria:

In an ideal control setting, the Circuit Clerk’s office would have personnel possessing a thorough 
understanding of applicable generally accepted accounting principles staying abreast of recent 
accounting developments.  Such personnel would perform a comprehensive review procedure 
to ensure that in the preparation of its annual financial statement that it, including disclosures, is
complete and accurate.

Effect:

It is possible that a misstatement of the Circuit Clerk’s Agency Fund financial statement could 
occur and not be prevented or detected by the Circuit Clerk’s office internal control.

Cause:

The Circuit Clerk, in the past, has not made it a practice to have a person or persons 
responsible for completion of the financial statement in its entirety.  Additional training classes 
on updated accounting rules and regulations may need to be provided to the appropriate staff 
on an annual basis.
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TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS CIRCUIT CLERK
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND RESPONSES

November 30, 2012

Finding No. 12-1 - Financial Statement Preparation and Responsibility for Financial 
Matters (Continued)

Recommendation:

With regard to the Circuit Clerk financial statement, we make no recommendation as to whether 
management should or should not invest in additional training for existing personnel to acquire 
the capacity to maintain the level of expertise necessary to prepare the financial statement in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles including all disclosures.

Auditee Response/Corrective Action Plan:

The County and the Circuit Clerk do not deem it cost effective to send designated employees to 
training classes nor to hire an individual with the qualifications necessary to prepare the 
financial statement in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, including all 
disclosures.




